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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



MAY 2 0 2004 



In reviewing the above-captioned application file upon allowance, the undersigned 
has noted that even though acknowledgement was received for the PTO Forms 1449 filed on 
October 22, 1999 and March 21 , 2003, the Examiner did not initial the references. No reason was 
given as to why these references were not initialed. 

In addition, acknowledgement was not received for the second PTO Form 1449 submitted 
with Information Disclosure Statement on November 26, 2003. A copy of each of the PTO Forms 
1449 referred to above is enclosed . 

The Patent and Trademark Office therefore is requested to return the initialed form(s) to the 
undersigned as soon as possible. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future replies, 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. §1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. §1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWA'RT, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 




TCB/RWD/jd 



TERRELL C7 1 
P.O.Box 747 
Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 





OTHER DOCUMENTS (including 




Sheet 1 of 1 0/21/02) 



V*. * 

Form PTU-144y ^> 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE C 
IN AN APPLICATION 




MT¥ UO(JRKT HO. 

1248-0467P 


APPLICATION NO. 

09/403 ,487 


I TAT I ON 


APPLICANT 

M. OKAMOTO et al. 


y) 


FILiINU DA'i'fcl 

October 22, 1999 


2 871 


. U.S. PATENT DC 


DCUMENTS 










DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


name 


CUSS 








5,105,289 


1992-04-14 












3,960,438 


. 1976-06-01 


Bonne et al . 


























































































































FOi 


IEIGN PATENT 

-= 


DOCUMENTS 










DOCUMENT NUMBER 




COUNTRY 


CLASS 


cSSs 


yeT 








1983-05-18 














0 576 303 


1993-12-29 


EP 






X 




































































































































OTHER 


DOCUMENTS un=iud. »»»» ot 


tam^i*ra^Brt»\Vr^ ) "^ t li«*«. eity and/or country where published. 


















EXAMINER 








^ nsiderea whether or not citation is in conformance with H.P.E.P. 609; Draw line tnrougn citation 11 oui i.^..-*..— 



TCB/CMV/jdm 



t'oyai PTO-1449^ 

X ^ 

INF01^Tfoft<*CE*feCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 




Sheet 1 of 1 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

1248-0467P 



APPLICANT 

OKAMOTO. et al . 



APPLICATION NO. 

09/403, 487 



FILING DATE 

October 22, 1999 



GROUP 

2871 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 





DOCUMENT NUMBER 


Kind 


DATE 


NAME 




eS5s 






US 6,496,241 


Bl 


2002-12-17 


Tillin, D. 










US 
















US 
















US 
















US 
















US 
















US 
















US 
















US 
















us 


















FOREIGN PATENT 


DOCUMENTS 








Office 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


Kind 


DATE . . 


COUNTRY 
































































































































































































OTHEI 


I DOCU 


MENTS (include Bam, 




ior (in CAPITAL LETTESS) , title of the article (when appropriate), title at the item (book, magazine, 
ume-lssue number (s) , publisher, city and/or country where published. 


















EXAMINER . 




DATE CONSIDERED 




lf elra tion considered whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; Draw iine through citation it not in conformance 
considered? include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1248-0467P 



TCB/RWD/kmx^ 



